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PREFACE

The idea of a villa is an ancient one. The Roman villa sat in the countryside, a luxurious and secure 
retreat from the city.Today’s urban villas are a deeply personal expression of shelter. At their best, they 
give expression to their inhabitant’s personalities whilst enabling and enlivening the lives of those 
who live in them.

They often borrow ideas developed in the world’s best hotels and resorts that are creating ever 
more luxurious spaces, which are often supported by highly sophisticated systems providing climate 
control, creating lighting scenes and seamlessly giving access to music and media.

The villa is typically sited as a pavilion hovering in or over a landscape or garden, and most are 
concerned with blurring the division between inside and outside. Most extend internal spaces into 
larger external spaces to create layered and shared volumes, where distant views are not possible, 
smaller vistas are often cleverly created.

This idea of the sharing of space to create new and more meaningful spaces is a theme that continues 
inside the buildings and is one of the distinctive features of the contemporary villa. Cellular living 
spaces are done away with and dining, living, cooking and entertaining areas, internal and external, 
ARE�COMBINED�INTO�SPACES�OFTEN�ONLY�DEÚNED�BY�SUBTLE�LEVEL�CHANGES�IN�ÛOORS�AND�CEILINGS�

Water has always been a part of the villa and this tradition continues in many of the buildings that you 
will see in this book.

The materiality of many of the buildings is distinctive in the way that more traditional ideas about 
what makes a house homely are incorporated into villa design by the use of warm textured natural 
materials. These materials temper the often masculinegeometry of the buildings and this trend is 
apparent in many of the villas being designed today.

In our busy, and sometimes chaotic cities, these homes are a place of retreat where people can raise 
their families, entertain their friends, work and play.
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4HE�PROJECT�-��A�RESIDENTIAL�BUILDING�IN�THE�CENTRE�OF�-ERAN��IS�
embedded in the quit area of Obermais. The concept of the 
design was it to play with transparent and solid surfaces what 
fallows fascinating insights and outlooks. The interior melts 
TOGETHER�WITH�THE�OUTSIDE�SPACE��4HE�TERRAIN�ÛOWS�THROUGH�THE�
BUILDING�AND�ÚNDS�HIS�RENEWAL� IN�THE�POOL
�AND�MEADOW�AREA��
"ECAUSE�OF�A�REÚNED�EXTERNAL�DESIGN�AND�THE�ARRANGEMENT�OF�
the pool, lawn, garden and house the whole concept seems 

LIKE�A�UNITY�WITH�SEAMLESS�TRANSITION��4HE�GROUND�ÛOOR�FOLLOWS�
the slightly sloping ground like a staircase to get a large garden 
area. Because of engineering technology considerations 
the building is conceived as a compact volume with one 
underground and two upper floors. From the construction 
point of view the house is built as a concrete construction, 
furnished with upgraded insulation. The glass-facade, door and 
window elements are executed as 3 layered glazier. 
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Jamie Bush & Co.
Widely admired for his relevant and keen understanding of architecture and design, Jamie approaches each 
new commission with a discerning and insightful point of view. Growing up in a family of renowned designers, 
photographers and artists in New York propelled him to study architecture and design in New Orleans and in Italy. 
After receiving his Masters in Architecture from Tulane University, Jamie headed west to practice architecture in 
,OS�!NGELES�AND�FOUNDED�HIS�OWN�INTERIOR�DESIGN�ÚRM�IN�������

(E� IS� RECOGNIZED� FOR�HIS�ABILITY� TO�MIX�PERIOD�AND�CONTEMPORARY� FURNISHINGS�WITH�A� FRESH�AND�DISCRIMINATING�
eye. Layering rich colors and textures with exotic and organic elements transforms each of his spaces into an 
inviting, modern and unexpected environment. Jamie’s highly regarded designs have been featured in over 40 
publications world wide including Architectural Digest, Interior Design, Casa Vogue, Dwell, Los Angeles Times as 
well as several coffee table books.

Lanciano Design
,ANCIANO�$ESIGN�WAS� FOUNDED� IN�������4HEIR�PROJECTS�ARE�CONSIDERED�THE�HIGHEST�BRAND�NAME�ELITE�DESIGN��
PRESTIGIOUS�AND�INDIVIDUAL��$ESIGN�AND�!RCHITECTURE�OFÚCE�FOR�PEOPLE�THAT�UNDERSTAND�THE�DIFFERENCE��&OR�THOSE�
who want the best, Originality and Taylor made.

The passion for their work leads us to innovate in every house. The warm atmosphere, the patience and the 
mutual affection create special relationships with their clients. 

They always maintained a young, creative and dynamic design team. Their aim is to succeed together as a group. 
4HEY�ARE�CAPABLE�OF�PROVIDING�A�ÚNAL�AND�ACCURATE�LOOK�OF�PROJECTS�BEFORE�THEY�EVEN�START�TO�BUILD�IT��DUE�TO�THEIR�
highly detailed plans.

In their design and architecture there is no room for mediocrity.

Their motto is “The end should start at the beginning”, the results are their mutual success.

Metropole Architects
-ETROPOLE�!RCHITECTS�WAS� FOUNDED� IN������BY�.IGEL�4ARBOTON��4YRONE�2EARDON� JOINED�THE�OFFICE� IN�������AND�
BECAME�A�PARTNER�IN�������/UR�OFÚCE�IS�SITUATED�IN�$URBAN��+WA
:ULU�.ATAL��3OUTH�!FRICA�

As a practice, Metropole Architects, are inspired by the energy of the city, as it unceasingly moves, radiates 
and evolves like a vast living organism. We aim to generate design that stakes out new territory, and explore 
ideas that are intuitive, inventive, exuberant and daring. Enthused by visionary architects like John Lautner and 
Santiago Calatrava, we aspire to create iconic and progressive architectural wonders that capture our collective 
imagination.

monovolume architecture + design
4HE�ARCHITECTURE�OFÚCE�MONOVOLUME�HAS�BEEN�WORKING�IN�THE�SECTOR�OF�ARCHITECTURE�AND�DESIGN�SINCE������PILOTING�
PROJECTS�THAT�GO�FROM�URBAN�DESIGN�TO�INTERIOR�DESIGN�AND�FURNISHING�

4HEIR�ÚELDS�OF�ACTIVITY� INCLUDE�FEASIBILITY�STUDIES��STRATEGY��CONCEPT��CONSULTING��PRESENTATION�SKETCHES��DRAFTING��
SUBMISSION�SCHEDULE��COMPLETION�AND�DETAIL�PLANNING��VISUALIZATION��CONSTRUCTION�MANAGEMENT��TENDERING��PROJECT�
control, cost control, cost-effectiveness, design, interior design, renewal concepts for villages and cities, outdoor 
installation design, town planning, development concepts, technical approvals, safety coordination.

4HEIR�WORKPLACE�BECOMES�AN� INNOVATIVE�SCENE��(OW� IS� IT�POSSIBLE� TO�CREATE�AN� INNOVATIVE�SITE�AND�HOW�DO�
ARCHITECTURE�AND�DESIGN�REACT�THEREON��%NGAGEMENT�k�THE�COMMON�OBJECT� IS�THE�WAY�TO�SUCCEED��#OMPLEXITY�k�
people who are faced with many impressions and opinions nowadays, need a well-linked mental activity which 
reduces complexity develops a sense for important factors and which is able to concentrate on synergies and 
contents.

!S�A�MATTER�OF�PRINCIPLE� THERE�EXIST�NO� LIMITSkFROM�THIS�CONSIDERATION�ARISE� INTERESTING� TENSIONS�AS�WELL�AS�
ASTONISHING�POINTS�OF�DEPARTURES�AND�IDEAS�FOR�INDIVIDUAL��UNCONVENTIONAL�ARCHITECTURE�AND�ÚNE�DESIGN��

NICO VAN DER MEULEN ARCHITECTS
As an architectural practice that is well renowned throughout the African continent, NICO VAN DER MEULEN 
!2#()4%#43�SUPPLIES�CREATIVE�SOLUTIONS�THAT�ARE�CUSTOMIZED�TO�SUIT�EACH�CLIENT�S�PERSONAL�REQUIREMENTS��4HROUGH�
working closely with all its clients to ensure optimal satisfaction, the practice has accomplished astounding 
success in the design of upmarket residential homes. The company’s innovative architectural vision is evident in its 
ability to continuously produce outstanding and artistic architectural designs that are personalized in accordance 
with the homeowners’ lifestyle requirements. 

Montalba Architects, Inc.
-ONTALBA�!RCHITECTS�� )NC��� FOUNDED�IN������BY�$AVID�-ONTALBA��!)!�� IS�A�FULL
SERVICE�ARCHITECTURE�ÚRM�NATIONALLY�
recognized for crafting thoughtful, design-driven solutions that are both contextual and conceptual. Embracing an 
INTERNATIONALLY�INFORMED�DESIGN�APPROACH��THE�,OS�!NGELES
BASED�ÚRM�S�PORTFOLIO�INCLUDES�PROJECTS�IN�THE�5NITED�
3TATES��%UROPE��AND�THE�-IDDLE�%AST��4HE�ÚRM�S�REMARKABLE�DIVERSITY�FROM�AWARD
WINNING�SINGLE
FAMILY�RESIDENCES�
AND�COMMERCIAL�OFÚCE�INTERIORS�TO�RESTAURANTS�� LUXURY�RETAIL�STORES��MIXED
USE�BUILDINGS��AND�MASTER�PLANNING�
honors its belief in respecting the forces of material integrity, sculpting of natural light, and the purity of spatial 
volumes.

Original Vision Ltd.
/RIGINAL�6ISION�WAS�ESTABLISHED�BY�!DRIAN�-C#ARROLL� IN�(ONG�+ONG�IN�/CTOBER������AND�OVER�THE�PAST����YEARS�
THEY�HAVE�BEEN�PIONEERING�NEW�CONCEPTS� IN� LEISURE�ARCHITECTURE�AND�DESIGN�IN�3OUTH�%AST�!SIA��"ASED�IN�(ONG�
+ONG�AND�4HAILAND�AND�WITH�PROJECTS�THROUGHOUT�THE�REGION��THE�PRACTICE�IS�DEDICATED�TO�INNOVATION��CREATIVITY�AND�
QUALITY�IN�THEIR�DESIGN�AND�IN�THEIR�ÚNISHED�PROJECTS�

/RIGINAL�6ISION�S�GROWING�REPUTATION�IS�ÚRMLY�BASED�IN�SOLUTIONS�THAT�PRECISELY�MEET�THE�CLIENTfS�NEEDS��BROUGHT�TO�
life with the spark of ingenuity. The manipulation of space, light, texture and color is the core of their philosophy. 
They bring these elements together to harmonise with function and desire. Their goal is to create places that are 
wonderful; spaces that are breathtaking and inspirational and above all, environments where people love to be.

The growing trend towards hybrid hotel and resort models has produced opportunities that dovetail perfectly 
WITH�THE�PRACTICE�S�CORE�STRENGTHS�AND�ASPIRATIONS��(AVING�ESTABLISHED�THEIR�NAME�IN�THE�LUXURY�RESIDENTIAL�MARKET�IN�
(ONG�+ONG�AND�4HAILAND�IN�THE�����S��/RIGINAL�6ISION�HAVE�GONE�ON�TO�CREATE�GROUND
BREAKING�MIXED�USE�LEISURE�
destinations throughout South-East Asia.

LASSALA+ELENES Arquitectos
LASSALA+ELENES Arquitectos makes use of the wall as a limit of space, pulling it out of anonymity and revealing 
IT�WITH�THE�DEAF�VOICE�OF� LIGHT��SO�AS�TO�RIGHTLY�FULÚLL�A�SPACIAL�FUNCTION��AND�MAKING�APPEAR�THE�VISIBLE�DIFFERENCE�
between architecture and sole construction.

This is where architects Carlos Lassala Mozo, Eduardo Lassala Mozo and Guillermo R. Orozco y Orozco take 
pledge, believing the wall as the true protagonist of architecture, and emptiness as the true protagonist of livable 
space.

Their pledge has taken the firm into winning several prizes and acknowledgements, such as the III Premio 
%STATAL�DE�6IVIENDA�2ESIDENCIAL�0LUS�*ALISCO�������)))�*ALISCO�3TATE�0RIZE�FOR�2ESIDENTIAL�0LUS�(OUSING�����	�� THE�
'OLDEN�-EDAL�IN�THE�6)�"IENAL�)BEROAMEROCANA�#)$)�DE�ARQUITECTURA���LANDSCAPE�������������6)�!RCHITECTURE�AND�
,ANDSCAPE�#)$)�)BEROAMERICAN�"IENAL����������	��IN�THE�CATEGORY�OF�3USTAINABILITY��AND�RECENTLY�WINNING�THE�PRIZE�
IN�"EST�!RCHITECTURAL�3INGLE�2ESIDENCE�-EXICO�OF�THE�)NTERNATIONAL�0ROPERTY�!WARDS�!MERICAS��4HE�ÚRM�HAS�ALSO�
obtained acknowledgements from Comex and the Jalisco State Architects College, in 2010, and from Villeroy & 
"OSCH��ALL�FOR�THE�g3s�(OUSE�IN������

Lassala Elenes Arquitectos looks for a special solution always never different, but never always the same, providing 
A�STYLE�OF�ITS�OWN��FROM�WHICH�EMOTIONS�ÛOW��BUT�CORRECTLY�COMPLYING�WITH�PROGRAM�NEEDS�s�COMMENTS�ARCHITECT�
Carlos Lassala Mozo.
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